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Whereas, unlike food or drug manufactures, a cosmetic manufacturer may use almost any
raw material as an ingredient in a cosmetic product, with the exception of color additives
and nine specified chemicals, and market the product for consumer use without approval
from the U.S. Food and Drug Administration; and

Whereas, manufacturers are not required to register their cosmetic establishments, file
data on ingredients, or report cosmetic-related injuries to FDA, but may do so
voluntarily"; and

Whereas, FDA does not have the authority to order a cosmetic product recall, but can
issue warning letters and, through the Department of Justice, file a lawsuit to seize
products that are adulterated or mislabeled if they are sold directly to consumers''; and

Whereas, cosmetics and personal care products used by all Americans, regardless of age,
gender, race or ethnicity can therefore contain hazardous chemicals such as lead in hair
dyes and lipstick; formaldehyde in nail polish and shampoo, phthalates and other toxics
in fragrances in soaps, perfumes, moisturizers and shampoo; or coal tars in synthetic
coloring or skin creams; and

Whereas, cosmetics and hair care products marketed specifically to girls and women of
color contain some of the most toxic ingredients, such as mercury and hydroquinone in
skin lighteners or placenta and lye in hair relaxers; and

Whereas, African American women use significantly more shampoo, conditioners, hair
oil, relaxers and all other hair care products when compared to white women 4

; and,

Whereas, there are few studies on health effects of hair and personal care products,
especially in African American girls and women, but some studies suggest links between
hair care products and uterine leiomyomata', premature puberty'" and cancers.
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Whereas, exposure to toxic chemicals in cosmetics is in addition to the disproportionate
exposures to toxic chemicals that women of color face from living closer to industrial
facilities, highways, and waste sites when compared to white women, as well as the
increased likelihood of living in substandard conditions; now, therefore,

Be It Resolved, NMA advocate that everyone in the U.S., especially African American
girls and women, have access to safe personal care products regardless of geography or
income, and

Be It Resolved, that NMA advocate for the protection of our patients, workers, and the
environment from exposure to chemicals linked to cancer, reproductive harm and other
adverse health conditions, and

Be It Resolved, that NMA advocate for research into the health effects of hair care
products and other cosmetics used disproportionately by African American girls and
women, and

Be It Further Resolved that NMA take steps to educate its members, patients, and other
interested organizations about this issue.
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